University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

11-19-1993

Guatemala: Executive & Legislature Draw Up
Accord To End Institutional Crisis
Erika Harding

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Harding, Erika. "Guatemala: Executive & Legislature Draw Up Accord To End Institutional Crisis." (1993).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/11266

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 057183
ISSN: 1060-4189

Guatemala: Executive &amp; Legislature Draw Up Accord
To End Institutional Crisis
by Erika Harding
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, November 19, 1993
The conflict between President Ramiro De Leon and deputies from the National Congress which
had paralyzed all legislative activity in Guatemala since early September was finally resolved in
mid-November. A compromise accord has been worked out which calls for early congressional
elections and outlines a broad package of constitutional reforms. The confrontation formally began
on Aug. 26 when De Leon issued a call for all congressional deputies to resign their posts in order
to facilitate a purge of representatives implicated in corruption. Since then, the President saw one
after another of his initiatives to carry out the purge undermined by the intransigent deputies. The
crisis virtually paralyzed the De Leon administration and increasingly undermined the legitimacy
of his presidency. The most recent rebuff to De Leon's initiatives which apparently convinced the
President that he had no choice but to cut a deal with the legislators was a Nov. 11 injunction issued
by the Constitutional Court suspending a plebiscite which De Leon had convoked for Nov. 28.
Through the referendum (which essentially would have asked voters if they support the dissolution
of the present congress), De Leon had sought to secure a popular mandate to bolster his hand in
forcing a legislative purge. Soon after the injunction was issued, representatives from the executive
and the legislature began a series of meetings mediated by officials from the Catholic church
hierarchy aimed at striking a deal to break the impasse. Capping five days of intense negotiations,
the two sides signed an accord on Nov. 16. The accord outlines 43 reforms to the 1985 constitution,
plus transitory legal mechanisms needed to implement the reforms. In a plenary session on Nov. 16
attended by 90 of the total 116 deputies, the National Congress unanimously approved the Magna
Carta changes. Principal elements of the accord include: * The package of constitutional reforms
will be subject to approval by voters in a national referendum. The timetable for implementing all
substantive points in the accord will be pegged to the date and outcome of the referendum. * Early
congressional elections will be held sometime in mid-1994. The new legislature, to which current
deputies can be re-elected, would remain in power until the current presidential term expires
in January, 1996. President De Leon's term would not be effected. At the same time, the normal
term for deputies and the president will be reduced from five to four years. * The newly-elected
congress will appoint new justices to the Supreme Court, and the total number of judges on the
Court will be reduced. Additional modifications will also give the judiciary more independence
from congress. * The reforms would also set the number of congressional representatives at one
for every 100,000 inhabitants of the country, which would reduce the size of the Congress from the
current 116 deputies to between 91 and 94. * Modifications in the current system of parliamentary
immunity, plus other measures designed to allow the prosecution of deputies accused of corruption.
Although both sides are claiming victory, the agreement was widely interpreted as a setback for De
Leon, who has spent much of his five-month presidency trying to get rid of the deputies. Under the
accord, he will now have to work with them for at least another six months. For his part, De Leon
expressed his satisfaction with the terms of the pact, since it concludes with removal of the deputies
in a manner which doesn't rupture the country's institutional framework. Civic organizations, which
had been pressing De Leon to root out corruption by immediately dismissing all congressional
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deputies and Supreme Court justices, rejected the agreement as a sellout and a pact among elites
which ignores the needs and demands of the population. "We see this as an arrangement between
the three powers of state," said indigenous leader Rosalina Tuyuc. "People are fed up with so much
deception." (Sources: Reuter, 11/11/93, 11/16/93; Agence France-Presse, 11/11/93, 11/12/93, 11/16/93;
United Press International, 11/12/93, 11/15/93, 11/16/93; Agencia Centroamericana de NoticiasSpanish news service EFE, 11/11/93, 11/13/93, 11/16/93, 11/18/93)

-- End --
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